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persistence.  He also sheparded historic multilateral processes, namely the CPTPP trade deal 

and the revival and elevation of the QUAD high security dialogue. 

Abe promoted a foreign policy that integrated political, diplomatic, security and economic 

approaches that he believed would reinforce regional stability, prosperity and livelihoods, 

reaping benefits for Japanese interests, as well as those of its allies. He promoted his global 

approach via memorable foreign policy slogans, such as “Diplomacy that takes a panoramic 

perspective of the world map”, a “Proactive Contribution to Peace” and, most notably, the 

“Free and Open Indo-Pacific” (FOIP), which continues to drive the crux of Japan’s foreign 

policy approach today and has been adopted by other allies, such as the United States and 

Australia, in their foreign policy formulations. To international counterparts, Abe was a 

globalist who was committed to promoting a liberal world order, and Japan’s place in it, and 

as a staunch supporter of value-oriented diplomacy, at least when it came to talking the talk.  

Lasting Institutional Changes, on the policy front, Abe made possible what many had deemed 

impossible prior to the advent of his second administration and the ability to push through 

controversial policy was a notable feature of Abe’s foreign policy. Abe did this through 

institutional change and the electoral success that he enjoyed allowed for the time needed to 

push policies through, but also for the reinforcement of a dominant narrative about Japan’s 

place in the region and the security threats it faced, which Abe argued required proactive rather 

than reactive responses.  
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through mainly by buying government bonds (paving the way for Abe’s expansive fiscal policy 

program), but also by make limited interventions in the stock markets by purchases of shares 

in large Japanese companies. The result of this “arrow” has by a large been intact as of today 
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